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AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS
Across Australia, at BBQs, citizenship ceremonies and community events we will celebrate everything that is good
about our country. Given the events of the past few months, it is more important than ever that we champion the
ties that bind us, the values that sustain us and the nation we love. As Australians we should pay tribute to our
forefathers who enshrined freedom, fairness and unity in the Australian Constitution and we reaffirm our
commitment to make this country a beacon of hope and optimism in an uncertain world.
These words are nothing new - reading from a speech in 1963 by Prime Minister Sir Robert Menzies, “We are the
inheritors of the work of the past. But this does not mean that we can be content merely to live on our inheritance.
We must add to it. In this sense Australia Day is an occasion for renewing our determination to build soundly on the
existing foundations, to develop new resources, to build up a wider and fuller civilisation. In short, we must see
ourselves as the present pioneers of an even better Australian future. Not ignoring the difficulties or pretending they
don’t exist.” What was said then still applies today.
We should move forward with determination, not giving in to minority groups or those who wish to do us harm. We
need to encourage new and existing ideas that use our resources to their full extent so that we can all share in
Australia’s wealth. Australia has been built on hard work, democratic values, mateship and a fair go. ldeology in
any shape or form has no place in our future.
So today we celebrate the history that has made us who we are, the country that we love and now more than ever
we celebrate the values that underpin our freedom and way of life as Australians. Darryl Jardine—Mayor

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2025
PAM VAGG
Pam acts as the President of the Hillston
Creative Arts Council, and has been a member of the
group for 20 years. She is a committed member of the
committee and is a vital part of sourcing and organising
arts opportunities in the town. In 2025 Pam led the
renovation project at the gallery building, she raised
funds, managed contractors and kept everything

running smoothly during the works which would not
have happened without her vital input.

YOUNG CITIZEN OF THE YEAR 2025
JOHLEE MASTERS

§In 2025 Johlee completed her studies at the Hay War
: Memorial High School where she was a school captain
:and proudly represented Carrathool at State level
: across many sports. Johlee was recognised for her hard
: work and dedication when she was awarded the NSW
: Best All Rounder Ampol Award, she was chosen over
:900 other candidates in the state. Following this
:success Johlee has been accepted into the Royal
: Australian Navy in 2026.




JUNIOR SPORTSPERSON OF
THE YEAR (12-18 YRS) 2025
HAYLEY FELTON

Throughout 2025 Hayley was successful in a number
of sporting teams and activities. Hayley is a dedicated
member of the Hillston Swans under 14’s team and
her commitment to
recognition through participation
program and selection for the GWS academy placing
her among the regions most promising athletes.
Hayley has also competed on RAP teams including

basketball and Netball and was successful at a state

level in swimming and track and field events.
JUNIOR SPORTSPERSON OF
THE YEAR (5-12 YRS) 2025
BROOKLYN SMITH

Brooklyn is an enthusiastic gymnast who excelled in :
2025. Travelling around the state for competitions :
throughout the year Brooklyn found plenty of success :
when she headed to Dubbo and came home with a :
Bronze medal in Vault and Bars, a silver medal in :
Beam and a gold in Floor, furthermore, Brooklyn had :
travelled to Queanbeyan, receiving Gold in all areas of :

the competition.

JUNIOR SPORTSGROUP OF THE YEAR 2025
HILLSTON SWANS UNDER 11°S
FOOTBALL TEAM

The Swans Under 11’s celebrated 2025 by playing
undefeated and landing their third back to back :
premiership, a wonderful achievement for our young :

football players.

COMMUNITY GRUP OF THE YEAR 2025
HILLSTON CREATIVE ARTS COUNCIL

In 2025 the Hillston Creative Arts Council celebrated
: 20 years since formation and celebrated by taking on
: some major building renovations at the Red Dust and
: Paddy’s Melons Gallery building in Hillston. The newly

the sport has gained her :

in Griffith AFL ! and provides an important service to the community of

renovated gallery was opened again on November 1

Hillston as well as acting as the Visitor Information
: Centre and regularly hosting workshops and get
: togethers.
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COMMUNITY EVENT OF THE YEAR 2025
GOOLGOWI CENTENARY BALL

Held in February 2025 the ball was a wonderful
celebration that honoured Goolgowi’s long history. The
night included live music, country dancing, history
displays and a showcase of cultural and traditional
dances from Kiribati and was a huge success to mark
this milestone for the village.




SPOR'TSPERSON OF THE YEAR 2025
NATHAN CAHILL

Nathan has been the Hillston Golf Club Mens Captain :
for the past 5 years and is always putting in the work to :
In 2025 he took out the Club :
Championship for the 4™ time in 5 years as well as :
regional :

improve the club.

representing  Hillston Golf Club in

competitions.

AUSTRALIA DAY AMBASSADOR
AUSTRALIAN PARALYMPIC CHAMPION
SAM BRAMHAM

Australia Day 2026 was celebrated at Rankins Springs :
Hall with over 130 people in attendance. The special :
day commenced with the award ceremony led by :
Mayor Darryl Jardine and our 2026 official Australia :
Australian :
At just 16 Sam Bramham made a spectacular debut at To book your visit, please call the Library on 6967 2503
the 2004 Athens Paralympic Games breaking the :

Day Ambassador, Sam Bramham-

Paralympic Champion.

100m butterfly world record and went to claim Gold,
Silver and Bronze medals.

Council would like to than Mr Sam Bramham for joining
and celebrating with us as our official Australia Day :

Ambassaddor.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Services NSW Visit

The Service NSW Mobile Service is returning toi
They will be set up in the :

Hillston and Goolgowi.
following locations:

. Hillston
Wednesday, 18 February 2026—9:00am to 4:00pm
Hillston Council Office, 139-145 High Street

. Goolgowi

Thursday, 19 February 2026—9:00am to 12:00pm

Up from the Post Office (Donna’s Diner) on Stipa

Street.
Service
NSW

Australia Day

MOBILE LIBRARY

23, 24, 25 & 26 February 2026

Tuesday

11.55am - 12.00pm
12.10pm - 12.30pm
1.35pm - 1.50pm
1.50pm - 2.00pm
2.00pm - 3.00pm

Wednesday
10.00am - 10.45am
11.00am - 12.00pm
2.00pm - 2.30pm

Visits to the below locations now need to arranged
beforehand.

Rankins Springs Pre-School
Rankins Springs Public School
Goolgowi Park

Goolgowi Pre-School
Goolgowi Public School

Hillston Central School
Hillston Billylids & Play ‘N’ Learn
St Joseph’s School

Monday Carrathool
Tuesday Merriwagga Village
Thursday Hillston Home visits
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CELEBRATE SENIORS
FESTIVAL WITH

“JIVE LIFE I COLOUR”
11 MARCH 2@

VENUE: HILLSTON EXIES
FREE COMMUNITY
TRANSPORT
AVAILABLE FOR

PICKUPS IN
RANKINS SPRINGS
AND GOOLGOWTI.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
RSVP TO THE LIBRARY STAFF BY
THE 4™ MARCH 2026
PHONE 02 6967 2503

STARTING TIME: 1
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SAVE THE DATE
TOM CURTAIN TOUR SENIORS FESTIVAL LUNCHEON
RANKINS SPRINGS SHOWGROUND HILLSTON EX-SERVICEMEN'S CLUB
15 FEBRUARY 2026 11 MARCH 2026
HILLSTON OUTBACK TRIATHALON LAKE WOORABINDA FESTIVAL
LIONS PARK, LAKE WOORABINDA LAKE WOORABINDA
1 MARCH 2026 14 MARCH 2026

Connecting with Council

Mail: PO Box 12 Goolgowi Council Chambers COUNCIL MEETINGS
GOOLGOWI NSW 2652 9-11 Cobram Street, Goolgowi s (3 T g —_—
. ext Ord Meeting: ebruar
EZ)‘:_”G' 8; gggg 1228 Hillston District Office Venue: GoolgowigCounciI Chambers
» ) 139-145 High Street, Hillston Agenda Closure: 4 February 2026
Email: council@carrathool.nsw.gov.au Agenda Available:13 February 2026
Website: www.carrathool.nsw.gov.au W.G. Parker Memorial Library

175 High Street, Hillston

After Hours Road Emergency: 0407 244 429
Water & Sewer: Goolgowi - 0429 690 010 Hillston - 0429 672 119 Rankins Springs - 0428 661 305



