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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CARRATHOOL SHIRE COUNCIL JUNE 2026 

YOUTH EVENTS HAPPENING IN THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Do the kids need something to do these school holidays? Carrathool Shire Council are hosting two events in  
Hillston and Goolgowi. These events are funded by the NSW School Holiday Break Program and Carrathool Shire 
Council. 

The Community Grants Scheme is Council’s annual funding program that  
enables local groups to access funding to undertake projects to meet  
identified needs within Carrathool Shire. 
 

The program provides up to $1,500 for not-for-profit community groups to  
complete a project to support and enhance the well-being and   
development of strong local communities.  
 

Application forms for the 2026 round are available at Council Offices,  
Hillston Library and online at www.carrathool.nsw.gov.au/community/
community-grants-scheme.  
 

Applications are open from 1 July 2026 to 31 July 2026. 

Late applications will not be accepted. For more information please call  
Council on 02 6965 1900. We can’t wait to work with you on your next project!  



MEETING MATTERS 

Communities in the southern Murray-Darling Basin in 
New South Wales will benefit from 14 new major  
infrastructure, community and economic development 
projects announced today, valued at $69 million, along 
with the opening of the next $50 million grant round.  
 

Lachlan Valley Way—Hillston to Booligal 
Carrathool Shire Council received funding of $6.6  
million for the NSW Sustainable Communities Program 
Economic Development & Infrastructure Round 2. 

Around 23 kilometres of Lachlan Valley Way will be 
sealed between Hillston and the Hay Shire border,  
creating a reliable all-weather transport link. The  
project will boost freight and supply chain efficiency, 
support primary producers and improve access for 
communities and essential services. 

More information can be found on: www.nsw.gov.au/
ministerial-releases/119-million-business-jobs-murray-
darling 

Operational Plan 2026/27 

Council to adopt the amended Operational Plan 
2026/27 following a public exhibition with no  
submissions received. This plan supports the  
objectives outlined in the Community Strategic Plan 
and Delivery Program, including the fees and charges 
and general rate structure. 

Council are to set the interest rate payable on overdue 

rates & charges at the maximum rate specified by the 

Minister for Local Government being 9.5% for the  

period 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027.  

Public Facilities 

All facilities have been inspected in the towns and  

villages to provide access for wheelchairs which  

require a minimum clear door space of 850mm under 

AS1428.1 

•  Goolgowi                                                                                     

   - Pioneer Park 

   - Settlers Park 

   - Truck Stop 

•   Hillston 

    - Lake Woorabinda 

    - Hughie Cameron Park 

    - Memorial Park  

 

An overall assessment of the facilities of the Shire are 

of a standard to allow disabled access to all facilities, 

apart from the unit behind the LLS in Hillston. 
 

Melbergen Water Mains Replacement 

A 1500 meter section of old PVC water mains on Parrs 

Road was replaced and commissioned successfully 

under the 2025-26 capital works program. 

VACANT POSITIONS 
PLANT OPERATOR LABOURERS (CASUAL X4) - 

ISPOL325-26 
Are you looking for a rewarding career and to work in a 
stable and secure environment? Then join our team 
and make a difference to your community. We are 
searching for motivated individuals for Plant Operator 
Labourers job to be based at Goolgowi and Hillston. 

The Important Stuff: Salary: from $36.94 to $40.26 
per hour plus allowances and superannuation. 

You Will: Be responsible for undertake a range of  
duties and operate a range of machinery associated 
with the maintenance of Council’s roads and bridges. 

The Perks: Some of our great benefits include ongoing 
learning and development opportunities, employee  
assistance program, and a vaccination program. 

If you have any questions about the role, please  
contact:  
- Roy Slade 0429 900 690 (Goolgowi) 
- William Evans: 0429 919 091 (Hillston) 
Applications close 4:00pm on Tuesday 30th June 
2026.   

 

MEDICAL CENTRE OFFICER CASUAL – 
GMMCO323-26 

Are you a motivated go-getter, a team player, and a 
great communicator? We are searching for a casual 
Medical Centre Officer to be based in  
Hillston. If you have strong organisational skills,  
proficient computer literacy, have your drivers’ licence 
and are a proactive thinker with well-developed  
interpersonal skills, and a can-do attitude, we are  
interested to hear from you! 

The Important Stuff: Hours: Approximately 7 hours 
per week. Opportunity for more hours to cover staff 
leave etc. Salary: base salary from $45.00 to $49.05 
per hour and superannuation.  

The Perks: Some of our great benefits include ongoing 
learning and development opportunities, employee  
assistance program, and vaccination program. 

You Will: Be responsible for providing professional day 

to day business support to the Medical Centre’s team, 

which includes organising appointments, maintenance 

of confidential records and information  

management, promoting Medical Centre services,  

welcoming patients to the Medical Centre and providing 

courteous and timely customer service to patients.  

Applications close 4:00pm on Friday 3 July  

If you have any questions about the role, please  

contact Jill Freshwater on (02) 6967 2198 or via email: 

admin@hillstonmedical.com.au 

To Apply: For more information or to apply about  

working for us or how to apply for these roles, please 

visit: carrathool.nsw.gov.au/about-council/work-for-

council/current-vacancies/.  

www.carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

LOGISTICAL ENHANCEMENTS 

• Rankins Springs 

    - Community Hall 

•  Merriwagga 

    - Facility 

•  Carrathool 

     - Lawrence Park 



Wednesday 
9.15am - 10.45am    Hillston Central School 
11.00am - 12.00pm    Hillston Billylids & Play ‘N’ Learn 
 2.15pm - 2.30pm      St Joseph’s School 

Thursday 
11.55am - 12.00pm     Rankins Springs Pre-School 
12.10pm - 12.30pm     Rankins Springs Public School 
1.35pm - 1.50pm         Goolgowi Park 
1.50pm - 2.00pm        Goolgowi Pre-School 
2.00pm - 3.00pm        Goolgowi Public School 

Visits to the below locations now need to arranged  
beforehand. 

To book your visit, please call the Library on 6967 2503 

Monday     Carrathool  
Tuesday    Merriwagga Village 
Thursday  Hillston Home visits 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

20, 21, 22 & 23 July 2026 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
QUOTATION 

• Plant No 2585 – Tri Star Tri-Axle Side Tipper  
Trailer 

• Plant No 2579 – Tri Star Bogey Axle Dolly 

• Plant No 3061 – 2013 John Deere 6125m Tractor 

• Plant No 3068 – 2015 New Holland Front-End  
Loader Tractor 

• Plant No 2027 – 2020 Hino 616 Wide Tipper 300  
Series Truck 

TENDER 

• Plant No 2069 - Tandem Drive Prime Mover with 
Sleeper 2026-001 

* Please note that Council will retain all two-way  

radios * 

Inspections may be arranged by contacting Council’s 

Office or Jake Clonan, Acting Manager Fleet during 

normal business hours on (02) 6965 1900 or 0429 651 

348. 

All quotations must be completed on an Official Council 

Quotation Form and placed in a sealed envelope  

clearly marked ‘Confidential Vehicle Quotation’ and  

clearly state the quotation name and plant number.  

This form can be obtained from Council.  Quotations 

are to be received at the Goolgowi Council Chambers 

or by email at: tenders@carrathool.nsw.gov.au by 12 

noon Wednesday 29 July 2026. 

All persons are advised that it is their responsibility to 

ensure that their quotation is received prior to the  

advertised closing date and time.  

Faxed quotations will not be considered. The highest / 

lowest or any quotation will not necessarily be  

accepted.  

This service is available to all residents of the Shire, 

with pickups available in Hillston, Merriwagga and 

Goolgowi. Transport contributions are only $10 per  

person*. The Shopping Bus operates every third 

Friday of the month. 

 

 Call now to book your 
seat: 

   

 02 6961 7600 

 
 
*for those who do not receive other 
transport funding from a home care 
package/NDIS package. Please call 
Council to confirm costings. 

 

NEW 
 BOOKS 

COMMUNITY SHOPPING BUS  

 

mailto:tenders@carrathool.nsw.gov.au


Connecting with Council 
Mail: PO Box 12  

 GOOLGOWI  NSW  2652 

Phone: 02 6965 1900 

Fax: 02 6965 1379 

Email:     council@carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

Website: www.carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

Goolgowi Council Chambers 

9-11 Cobram Street, Goolgowi  

Hillston District Office 

139-145 High Street, Hillston 

W.G. Parker Memorial Library 

175 High Street, Hillston 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Next Ord Meeting: 21 July 2026 
Venue: Hillston District Office 
Agenda Closure: 8 July 2026 
Agenda Available: 17 July 2026 

After Hours Road Emergency:  0407 244 429 

Water & Sewer:  Goolgowi - 0429 690 010    Hillston - 0429 672 119    Rankins Springs - 0428 661 305 

To have your community event included in the Council Corner email: 
 council@carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

  

SAVE THE DATE 

COCKTAILS IN THE YARD 
TOGANMAIN WOOLSHED 

12 SEPTEMBER 2026 

HOOK, LINE & SINKER FESTIVAL 
LACHLAN RIVER – HILLSTON 

27-30 AUGUST 2026 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
GOOLGOWI EX-SERVICEMEN’S CLUB 

25 JULY 2026 

ROLLER DISCO 
GOOLGOWI HALL 

17 JULY 2026 

CAMP OVEN COOK OFF 
GOOLGOWI EX-SERVICEMEN’S CLUB 

15 AUGUST 2026 

EVENTS HAPPENING IN THE CARRATHOOL SHIRE 

MERRIWAGGA GOLF DAY 
MERRIWAGGA GOLF COURSE 

31 JULY 2026 

SPRING IN THE SPRINGS 
RANKINS SPRINGS 

12 SEPTEMBER 2026 

MARY POPPINS JR PERFORMANCE 
HILLSTON HALL 

10-11 SEPTEMBER 2026 

MERRIWAGGA CENTENNARY 
MERRIWAGGA  

4-6 SEPTEMBER 2026 


