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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE CARRATHOOL SHIRE COUNCIL NOVEMBER 2025 

Join us for our annual Australia Day celebrations on Monday 26 January 2026. The 2025 ceremony will be held at Rankins 
Springs Hall. The award ceremony will start at 11am, and will be followed by a luncheon provided by the hall committee and a 
jumping castle for the kids to enjoy. Don’t forget it’s not too late to get your nominations in for our 2025 Australia Day Awards. 
More information on the award categories and previous winners can be found at: carrathool.nsw.gov.au/community/australia-
day. Nominations close Wednesday 3 December 2025. 
Everyone is welcome, RSVP’s are preferred for catering numbers. To RSVP contact Council on 02 6965 1900. 
 

GOWI GROOVE ON THE GRASS 
This year our evening Australia Day event will be held in Goolgowi at the Recreational Ground the day before. Come on down 
for an evening of music with friends and grab a bite from the free BBQ provided by the Goolgowi Public School Year 6  
students. The event kicks off at 7pm and is open to all. BYO chairs and drinks. 

MAYORS CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
As we near the end of another year I wish to extend my warmest wishes to everyone in our 
shire for a joyful Christmas and a safe and happy start to 2026. 

Christmas is a time for celebration, reflection and a chance to reconnect with family and 
friends.  Whether you are relaxing at home, enjoying the outdoors or gathering with loved 
ones, I hope the season brings you peace, laughter and many wonderful memories.   

Remember, not everyone can be with family and friends, please look out for those who may 
be facing life’s challenges.  While a friendly chat or an invitation to share a meal,  may seem 
small, can brighten someone’s day and mean so much. 

Please consider shopping locally and supporting our local businesses, who help make our  
community such a great place to live.  Thank you to our health care and emergency services 
workforce who continue to work over the holiday season.  Your commitment and selfless  
dedication should inspire all of us into the new year. 

Australians love to travel, and I know that visitors to our shire will be warmly welcomed for 
their holiday stay, and please drive safely if you are visiting another part of this great country. 

On behalf of the Councillors and staff I wish you and your friends a safe, peaceful and joy 
filled Christmas and New Year.  

AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS 2026 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrathool.nsw.gov.au%2Fcommunity%2Faustralia-day&data=05%7C02%7Cthignett%40carrathool.nsw.gov.au%7C7d21043743e242c7369908dd0434dbf2%7Cabc1ddf4b506451c82ed90ec1d8f68f5%7C1%7C0%7C638671347256
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrathool.nsw.gov.au%2Fcommunity%2Faustralia-day&data=05%7C02%7Cthignett%40carrathool.nsw.gov.au%7C7d21043743e242c7369908dd0434dbf2%7Cabc1ddf4b506451c82ed90ec1d8f68f5%7C1%7C0%7C638671347256


MEETING MATTERS 

*23/06/2026 4th Tuesday to allow for legislative  
advertising for the Operational Plan. 

Anyone wishing to have correspondence considered at 
a Council meeting is asked to ensure that it is received 
in Council's Office no later than the Wednesday  
fourteen days prior to the meeting date, to enable  
inclusion on the agenda circulated the week prior to the 
meeting. Those wishing to address a Council or  
Committee meeting should contact Council's General 
Manager, Rick Warren on 02 6965 1900 or via email to  
council@carrathool.nsw.gov.au. 

WELCOME NEW AUSTRALIAN 
CITIZEN 

In conjunction with the  
November 2025 Council  
meeting a citizenship  
ceremony was conducted by 
Mayor  Cr Darryl Jardine for: 

• Mr Damien Hall 

Congratulations to Mr Hall 
on his decision to become  
an Australian Citizen. 

PROPOSED COUNCIL MEETING DATES 
2026 

In accordance with section 232 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation, residents of Carrathool Shire are 
advised that the proposed ordinary meetings of the 
Council and its Committees will be held as follows: 

        CHRISTMAS CLOSURES 
Changes to Landfill Hours & Garbage Collection 

All landfills will be CLOSED on the 25 & 26 December 
2025. 

Hillston Garbage Collection will be on:  

Tuesday 23 December & Wednesday 24 December 
(High Street) instead of Thursday 26 December. 
Goolgowi & Merriwagga Garbage Collection will be 
on:  

Wednesday 24 December instead of Thursday 25  
December.  

More information on all landfill closures will be 
available on Council's Website or by calling 02 6965 
1900. 

Emergency contacts over the Christmas period 

After hours Emergency Roads 0407 244 429 
Goolgowi Water & Sewer 0429 690 010 
Hillston Water & Sewer  0429 672 119 
Rankins Springs Water & Sewer  0428 661 305 

Date Venue Time 

17/2/2026 Hillston 10.00am 

17/3/2026 Goolgowi 10.00am 

21/4/2026 Hillston 10.00am 

19/5/2026 Goolgowi 10.00am 

*23/6/2026 Hillston 10.00am 

21/7/2026 Goolgowi 10.00am 

18/8/2026 Rankins Springs 10.00am 

15/9/2026 Hillston 10.00am 

20/10/2026 Goolgowi 10.00am 

17/11/2026 Hillston 10.00am 

15/12/2026 Goolgowi 10.00am 

SCHOOL ZONE EXTENSION—MOORE 
STREET 

Transport for NSW is extending the Moore Street 
school zone at Hillston Central School by about 45 
metres to include the intersection with Herrick Street. 

New school zone signs will be relocated on 21  
December. This change will improve safety and  
accessibility for our students during drop-off and  
pick-up times. 

We ask all road users to observe the new signage and 
remember that school zone speed limits apply: 

• Mornings: 8am to 9.30am on school days 

• Afternoons: 2.30pm to 4pm on school days. 

Thank you for helping us keep our students safe on 
the roads. 

 Goolgowi Progress Association—Sportsground 
Fee Waived 

Council resolved to waive the fee for the use of the 
Goolgowi Sportsground for the Goolgowi Christmas 
Tree event. 

Gunbar Christmas Tree 
Council are to provide a donation of $500 towards the 
Gunbar Christmas Tree. 

Tabbita Speed Reduction & Bus Route 

Council received a response from the Hon Jenny 
Aitchison MP, Minister for Roads, stating an  
assessment was conducted and, it does not meet the 
criteria for a speed reduction 



Tuesday 
11.55am - 12.00pm    Rankins Springs Pre-School 
12.10pm - 12.30pm    Rankins Springs Public School 
1.25pm - 1.45pm        Goolgowi Park 
1.45pm - 2.00pm       Goolgowi Pre-School 
2.00pm - 3.00pm       Goolgowi Public School 

Wednesday 
10.00am - 10.45am   Hillston Central School 
11.00am - 12.00pm   Hillston Billylids & Play ‘N’ Learn 
 2.00pm - 2.30pm      St Joseph’s School 

Visits to the below locations now need to arranged  
beforehand. 

To book your visit, please call the Library on 6967 2503 

Monday     Carrathool  
Tuesday    Merriwagga Village 
Thursday  Hillston Home visits 

MOBILE LIBRARY 

8, 9, 10 & 11 DECEMBER 2025 

NEW  
BOOKS 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
USAGE OF SWIMMING POOLS 

To ensure the safety and proper use of our facilities, 
please be advised of the following: 

NO CHILDREN UNDER 14 YEARS OF AGE ARE  
PERMITTED IN THE POOL COMPLEX DURING  

UNSUPERVISED HOURS WITHOUT A RESPONSIBLE 
ADULT PRESENT. 

There are NO exceptions to this rule.  

Any child under 14 found in the pool complex during  
unsupervised hours will be escorted from the premises, 
and any season pass used for entry will be cancelled 
without refund.  

Season pass holders must not allow anyone into the 
pool complex using their pass unless they are listed on 
that pass. Misuse of passes may result in cancellation 
without refund.  

Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our pools 
safe and fair for everyone.  

 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2026/019, LOT 7028 
DP1023941, OXLEY AVENUE, HILLSTON 

Council has submitted a Development Application for a 
Transportable cabin on Lot: 7028 DP1023941, Oxley 
Avenue Hillston.  In accordance with Council’s Conflicts 
of Interest Policy for Council-Related Development 167, 
Council hereby provides Notice of the proposed  
development application made by Council. 

The name of the applicant is Carrathool Shire Council 
and the Consent Authority for this development is  
Carrathool Shire Council, PO Box 12, Goolgowi NSW 
2652.   

The Development Application and supporting  
documents, may be inspected at Carrathool Shire  
Council’s Hillston District Office, 139-145 High Street, 
Hillston or Goolgowi Office, 9-11 Cobram Street,  
Goolgowi, and is available on Carrathool Shire Council’s 
website, from Wednesday 12 November 2025 up until 
close of business on Tuesday 9 December 2025. 

During the time of public exhibition up until the close of 
business on Tuesday 9 December 2025 any person may 
inspect the documents and make written submissions to 
Carrathool Shire Council concerning the proposed  
development and if the submission is made by way of 
objection, the grounds of the objection must be specified 
in the submission.   

Any person who makes a submission by way of an  
objection and who is dissatisfied with the determination 
of Carrathool Shire Council to grant development  
consent may appeal to the NSW Land and Environment 
Court. Any submissions received regarding this  
Development Application will be considered a public 
document.   

Should you require further assistance in relation to this 
matter then please do not hesitate to contact the Council 
on 6965 1900 during normal office hours. 



Connecting with Council 
Mail: PO Box 12  

 GOOLGOWI  NSW  2652 

Phone: 02 6965 1900 

Fax: 02 6965 1379 

Email:     council@carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

Website: www.carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

Goolgowi Council Chambers 

9-11 Cobram Street, Goolgowi  

Hillston District Office 

139-145 High Street, Hillston 

W.G. Parker Memorial Library 

175 High Street, Hillston 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Next Ord Meeting: 16 December 2025 
Venue: Goolgowi Council Chambers 
Agenda Closure: 3 December 2025 
Agenda Available: 12 December 2025 

After Hours Road Emergency:  0407 244 429 

Water & Sewer:  Goolgowi - 0429 690 010    Hillston - 0429 672 119    Rankins Springs - 0428 661 305 

To have your community event included in the Council Corner email council@carrathool.nsw.gov.au 

COMMUNITY SHOPPING BUS  

Take some of the stress out of Christmas 
shopping this year and head into Griffith on 
our shopping bus this December from only 

$10 per person. 

With 3 dates to choose from we can get you 
where you need to go before the big day! 

Bookings are essential as seats are  
limited. 

Call now to book your seat: 

02 6961 7600 

     THINKING OF BUYING? 

Carrathool Shire Council Office, Depot & Library Staff would like to wish you a happy and safe 
Christmas this year. We advise that all Shire residents be vigilant when travelling and check in on 

your friends and family! 
 


