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To support the ongoing development of a vibrant art sector within Carrathool Shire by:

e encouraging artistic and cultural interaction in public places
e acknowledging the fundamental value of arts and culture as a cornerstone of a healthy

community

e providing a coordinated approach to public art projects (both temporary and
permanent)

e utilising public art to encourage creative industry development and reinforce cultural
tourism.

This policy relates to public art which is developed, purchased, commissioned or maintained
by Carrathool Shire Council on a council-owned or managed asset. The policy may also apply
to public art on privately owned property if the artwork is partially or fully funded by Council.

Definitions

TERM MEANING

Public Art In this context, refers to the principle of improving the
environment through the arts. Included within this concept is
the practice of involving artists in the conception, development
and transformation of a public space.

The term usually refers to contemporary art practice that
occurs outside the traditional gallery or museum system.

Examples of public art range from seating and wall treatment
to landscape and building design.

Public Artwork Public artwork can either be permanent, temporary or
ephemeral and can vary regarding size, scope, medium,
functionality and location.

It can include performance, installation, site specific work,
sculptures, community art, painting, conceptual art,
environmental and land art, murals, water features, sound art,
computer generated and visually projected artworks

Stakeholders Artistic and cultural expression relates to all people and as
such key stakeholders are broad and include artists, art
groups, residents, community groups, developers,
philanthropic organisations, government agencies, artistic
advisors and funding bodies.
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Policy Statement

Council is committed to maintaining a professional and well-managed process for the
inception, coordination and management of public art in Carrathool Shire including its funding,
commissioning, installation, maintenance and decommissioning together with the role of
community engagement within these processes.

The success of many public art projects comes from community participation. Some public art
projects can allow opportunities for community members to be involved at varying levels of
inclusion and to contribute positively to public art outcomes.

Community consultation can be an integral part in deciding the subject/theme or location of
public art projects and will be required ahead of any public art installation being undertaken.
The amount of community consultation necessary will differ from project to project.

As part of our commitment, Council will:

encourage art installation in open spaces

articulate the principles Council and the community seek to express through public art
organise required community consultation in relation to public art

provide direction and guidelines that will support the development of public art in
Carrathool Shire

SELECTION CRITERIA

When considering the acquisition or installation of a public artwork, the following are taken
into account:

relevance to the objectives of the Community Strategic Plan

relevance to the principles of the Public Art Policy

artistic merit of the work

relevance and appropriateness of the work to the site and/or community identity
consideration of controversial, political or offensive themes

community views as determined through the consultation process

consistency with current planning, heritage and environmental policies where relevant
compliance with WHS and public access

consideration of maintenance and durability requirements

evidence of funding source and budget including an allocation for ongoing
maintenance if required.

OWNERSHIP

All artworks commissioned on a Council asset become the property of Council for insurance
and asset management purposes. All projects undertaken within the scope of the Public Art
Policy must proceed on this basis with appropriate paperwork completed.

MAINTENANCE

Maintenance of public art on a Council asset is the responsibility of Council. The level at which
public art is maintained will be at the discretion of Council in line with its maintenance program.
The requirements for maintenance, conservation or restoration will be included in all
acquisition proposals.

DECOMMISSIONING

At times, works of art in the public domain may become damaged beyond reasonable repair,
cease to have public relevance or the site may be so changed that the work no longer fits or
suits the site or is possible on the site. In these cases, council staff will consider and advise
on the most suitable response. In the case of works posing a risk to the public, immediate
removal may be necessary.
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COPYRIGHT

Council will adhere to Part IX of the Commonwealth Copyright Act 1968 (and any subsequent
amendments) which provides for comprehensive moral rights protection in Australia. The
legislation provides creators with three rights:

1. the right of attribution of authorship
2. the right against false attribution
3. the right of integrity of authorship

Public artworks (unless anonymity is specifically requested by the artist in writing) will be:

e labelled in full view with the following information

» artist’s name

> title of the artwork

» date of the work

» medium

» name of funding source, donor (if appropriate)
e not displayed if it is in disrepair.

Associated Documents

Local Government Act 1993

Local Government (General) Regulation 2021
Copyright Act 1968

Code of Conduct

Community Grants and Donations Policy 153
Business Ethics Statement Policy 088
Procurement and Credit Card Policy 166

Revision Table

Minute /Date Amendment Summary — Reason or Reference
0159 /18.03.2025 New Policy
Review

This policy will be reviewed every four years. Any amendment to the Public Art Policy must be
by way of Council resolution.

Uncontrolled document when printed. Please refer to website or intranet for controlled document Page 3 of 3



